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UM AWARD GOES TO BILLINGS RESIDENT 
MISSOULA—
Margaret E. MacDonald of Billings will receive a Distinguished Alumni Award during 
The University of Montana’s 2001 Homecoming celebration Friday and Saturday, Oct. 12-13.
The awards will be presented to six outstanding UM graduates at the traditional Singing 
on the Steps of Main Hall ceremony, which starts at 7 p.m. Friday.
MacDonald received a bachelor’s degree in journalism from UM in 1974. From 1977 
to 1986 she was a community organizer for the Northern Plains Resource Council, directing its 
efforts on behalf of eastern Montana ranchers and farmers. Since 1990 MacDonald has been 
executive director of the Montana Association of Churches. She also chairs the Billings Human 
Relations Commission, which advises city leaders on human rights issues.
In 1993 MacDonald was an organizer of the "Not in Our Town" campaign, during 
which Billings households and businesses displayed menorahs in response to anti-Semitic 
violence in the city. The campaign earned MacDonald the 1995 Montana Association of 
Churches Governor’s Humanities Award.
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